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Town  of  Athabasca 

(Revised  May,  1962) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  20-66-22-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  13.  This  location  is  on 
the  Athabasca  River,  92  miles  north  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  2.  It  is 
also  the  northern  terminus  on  the  Athabasca  branch  line  of  the  Canadian 
National  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

1,690  feet  Latitude  - 54/43  Longitude  - 113/17 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 54°  F. 

Average  winter  - 18°  F. 

Average  annual  - 33°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 12.73  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 56  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 18.33  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  underlying  the  till  mantle  at  Athabasca  is  marine  shale  of 
the  La  Biche  formation  which  is  Cretaceous  in  age.  This  shale  was  deposited 
during  the  invasion  of  the  large  seas  of  Upper-Lower  Cretaceous  time.  It  bears 
marine  fossils.  The  shale  in  the  southern  foothills,  equivalent  to  Athabasca 
shale,  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cement. 


6.  SOILS 

Athabasca  lies  in  the  dark  grey  wooded  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and  has 
more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  which  may  be 
absent  in  burned  over  areas,  and  is  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can 
usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  surface  soils  may  be  black,  grey  black 
or  dark  brown.  The  sub-surface  soil  is  somewhat  leached  of  organic  matter 


and  considerably  greyer  than  the  surface  soil.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface 
horizons  average  about  10  to  12  inches  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30 
to  50  inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients.  Nitro- 
gen, phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in  crop 
rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required,  should  be 
practised  for  best  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

Athabasca  in  the  early  days  was  known  as  Athabasca  Landing.  Athabasca 
is  a Cree  Indian  word  meaning  “a  place  where  there  are  reeds”. 

The  area  played  an  important  part  in  the  early  history  of  Canada’s 
northwest.  David  Thompson,  the  noted  explorer,  surveyor  and  trader,  passed 
through  Athabasca  in  1799. 

In  1848  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  established  a post  at  Athabasca  Land- 
ing; this  post  was  more  of  a distribution  centre  than  a trading  post.  Supplies 


A view  of  a section  of  the  main  street  in  Athabasca 
2 


1 9 9 


were  freighted  overland  and  stored  at  the  post  during  the  winter  to  await  the 
opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring.  Flatboats  carried  cargoes  to  Lake  Atha- 
basca, thence  up  the  Peace  River  to  the  northwest  or  up  the  Slave  River  to  the 
far  north.  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  operated  a fleet  of  stern-wheeler  steamboats 
and  the  Northern  Transportation  Company  also  operated  a fleet  of  stern-wheelers 
between  Grouard  on  Lesser  Slave  Lake  and  Grand  Rapids  which  is  approxi- 
mately 125  miles  downstream  from  Athabasca. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  settlers,  schools  and  churches  were  built.  The 
Anglican  Diocese  of  Athabasca  was  formed  in  1874,  with  the  Right  Rev.  W.  C. 
Bombas  as  the  first  Bishop.  St.  Matthew’s,  the  first  church,  was  built  in  1884 
and  All  Saints,  the  present  church,  was  built  in  1905.  An  Anglican  Mission 
School  was  opened  June  1,  1894,  and  two  hostels  were  erected  by  the  church 
to  accommodate  the  rural  students.  A Roman  Catholic  Mission  was  established 
in  1891  and  the  first  resident  missionary,  Rev.  Father  P.  Beaudry,  took  charge 
in  September,  1905.  The  following  year  he  built  a small  church.  Missionaries 
of  the  Methodist  Church  were  active  in  the  early  1900’s,  but  it  was  not  until 
prior  to  World  War  I that  a church  was  constructed. 

In  1904  the  name  Athabasca  Landing  was  changed  to  Athabasca.  On 
May  18,  1905,  Athabasca  was  incorporated  as  a village  and  a town  on  September 
19,  1911. 

Natural  gas  was  discovered  in  1893  by  Dominion  Government  engineers 
while  drilling  test  holes.  In  1897  gas  was  struck  at  a depth  of  334  feet.  These 
wells  were  abandoned.  During  the  years  from  1911  to  1914  the  Athabasca 
Natural  Gas  Company  drilled  six  wells  and  gas  was  piped  to  the  town  in  1912. 
The  central  water  system  was  installed  the  same  year. 

In  190.8  the  Sisters  of  Providence  of  Montreal  arrived  to  build  a hospital, 
which  they  operated  until  1922  when  the  Athabasca  Municipal  Hospital  District 
No.  13  was  formed.  In  1952  a new  hospital  was  built  and  the  former  hospital 
buildings  were  returned  to  the  Sisters  to  be  used  as  a home  for  the  chronically 
ill  and  aged.  It  is  now  known  as  the  “Saint  Vincent  de  Paul  Home”. 

Three  newspapers  have  been  published  locally,  the  “Northern  Light”  in 
1908,  the  “Northern  News”  from  1909  to  1923,  and  the  “Athabasca  Echo”  from 
1928  until  the  present  time. 

In  November  1960,  a home  for  the  senior  citizens  was  opened  and  named 
Pleasant  Valley  Lodge. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  Town  of  Athabasca  lies  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Athabasca  River  at 
a point  12  miles  north  of  the  geographical  centre  of  the  province. 

There  are  375  homes  within  the  town  limits.  An  average  of  12  new 
homes  have  been  built  a year  for  the  last  10  years.  The  average  rent  for  a five 
room  bungalow  is  $75.00  per  month. 

Excellent  camping,  boating  and  bathing  facilities  are  available  at  the 
nearby  lakes,  Baptiste,  Island  Lake  and  Calling  Lake,  which  also  provide  good 
fishing  for  the  angler.  For  the  hunter  there  are  deer,  black  bear,  upland  game 
birds,  ducks  and  geese. 
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9.  ADMINISTRATION 


The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year  term,  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary-treas- 
urer and  assistant  administer  the  town’s  affairs  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
set  by  the  council. 

The  Planning  Advisory  Council  also  submit  their  findings  to  the  town 
council. 


10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

One  town  Police  Constable. 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  patrol  the  highway  and  rural  points. 

One  resident  Police  Magistrate. 

One  resident  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Building  Regulations  - All  new  structures  and  repairs  to  buildings  must 
conform  to  the  National  Building  Code  Standards.  Plans  must  be  approved  by 
the  building  inspector  and  a permit  issued  before  any  building  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Gas  Protection  Act. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  16  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  - One  1956  - 500  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  water  tank, 
1,600  feet  of  2/2  inch  hose,  600  feet  of  1/2  inch  hose,  extension  ladders,  roof 
ladders,  gas  masks,  coats,  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  the  Athabasca  River  and  is 
pumped  into  a 100,000  gallon  reservoir.  There  are  31  fire  hydrants  conveniently 
located  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1961  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value  $ 352,040 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value  1,365,245 

Power  46,730 

Pipelines  10,469 

Total  Assessment  $1,774,484 

(Discount  of  10%  if  paid  before  July  15) 

Municipal  School  Hospital 

Mill  Rate  24  28  4 


Total 

56  mills 


4 


13.  AREAS 


Area  of  town  - 2,560  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 512  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 10  acres. 
Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes  - 


Gravel 

Improved  Earth 

Unopened 

Provincial  Main 

2.1 

2 

Roads  and  Streets 

4.9 

1.6 

1 

Lanes 

.5 

1.6 

Total 

4.1 
7.5 

2.1 


Total  Miles  13.7 

There  are  approximately  4.8  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - .1  miles. 

Sanitary  sewers  3.75  miles 
Water  mains  - 4.65  miles. 


Athabasca's  homes  have  a fine  view  from  the  sloping  townsite 
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15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland 
Utilities  Limited  from  their  local  diesel  plant.  This  plant  has  three  units  with 
a total  capacity  of  1,800  KW.  Natural  gas  is  used  for  fuel  in  the  three  units. 
Additional  power  units  are  planned  for  installation  in  1963. 

Domestic  Rate 

This  rate  is  available  for  115  or  115/230  V.  service  to  all  residential  con- 
sumers located  in  the  community  who  are  within  reach  of  the  existing  distribu- 
tion lines  of  the  company  (150  feet)  and  who  use  the  company’s  standard 
service  in  an  individual  residence  through  a single  meter  for  residential  light- 
ing and  for  approved  cooking,  heating  or  utility  appliances  whether  plug-in  or 
permanently  connected. 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  270  KWH  used  per  month  - 2Ac  per  KWH. 

Balance  of  KWH  used  per  month  - lAc  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

General  Service  Rate 

This  rate  is  available  for  service  to  installation  not  covered  specifically 
by  other  schedules.  It  is  available  to  customers  who  are  within  reach  of  the 
existing  distribution  system  (150  feet)  and  who  use  the  company’s  standard 
service  through  a single  meter  for  lighting,  for  power  and  for  heating  purposes. 

Demand  charge  - First  KW  of  connected  load  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Each  additional  KW  of  connected  load  used  per  month  - 50c. 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected 
load  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 3c  per  KWH. 

All  over  300  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 2c  per 
KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

Power  Rate 

Service  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load,  with  a 
minimum  charge  of  $5.00. 

Energy  charge  - First  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load 
- 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  60  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 
Balance  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 2Ac  per  KWH. 
Minimum  charge  - $5.00. 
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16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  the  Athabasca  River  and  is  pumped  through  a 
fully  modern  water  treatment  plant. 

Rates  - First  2,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.75. 

Next  1,000  gallons  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Next  3,000  gallons  used  per  month  - 70c  per  M gallons. 

All  additional  gallons  used  per  month  - 50c  per  M gallons. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  190 

Ignition  Loss  84 

Hardness  165 

Sulphates  8 

Chlorides  5 

Alkalinity  150 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 
Nitrites  trace 

Nitrates  trace 

Iron  .2 

Fluorine  .8 

Remarks  - Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  and  is  secured  from 
local  wells. 

Rates  - First  30  MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - 48c  per  MCF. 

Next  30  MCF  used  per  month  - 40c  per  MCF. 

Next  220  MCF  used  per  month  - 33c  per  MCF. 

All  over  280  MCF  used  per  month  - 29c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  $2.00. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 15c 

Storage  capacity  - 6,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Domestic  fuel  - 18.8c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 28,000  gallons. 
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20.  COAL 


Very  little  coal  is  used  in  the  town.  Consumers  using  coal,  truck  the 
fuel  from  Morinville. 

Stoker  Nut  Lump  Mine  Run 

Rates  per  ton  delivered  $9.25  $10.00  $10.50  $8.00 

There  is  a coal  field  seven  miles  west  of  the  town  and  many  farmers  in 
the  area  obtain  their  supply  from  this  source. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  crops,  seed,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs, 
dairy  products,  poultry  products,  honey,  lumber,  furs,  gas,  clay,  sand  and 
gravel,  salt,  water. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  Geophysical  Observatory,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  (1  corporal  and  1 constable).  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (V.L.A. 
District  Office). 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Court  House,  Liquor  Store, 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  District  Home  Economist,  Fish  and  Game  Warden, 
Timber  Inspector,  District  Agriculturist,  Department  of  Highways  (mainten- 
ance crew),  Veterinarian,  Health  Unit,  Department  of  Welfare. 


Many  government  services  originate  in  the  Provincial  Building 


Municipal  - County  of  Athabasca  No.  12,  Town  Office  housing  (Secre- 
tary-Treasurer and  Assistant,  Council  Chamber,  Fire  Hall,  Town  Police,  Public 
Works  Superintendent,  Gas  and  Plumbing  Inspector),  Hospital  District  No.  13, 
air  strip  owned  by  the  town  and  administered  by  the  Athabasca  Flying  Club. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Athabasca  Municipal  Hospital  (District  No.  13)  has  42  beds  and  13 
bassinets.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  4 graduate  nurses,  5 ward  and  nursing 
aides,  dietitian,  laundry  staff,  etc. 

Public  Ward  Rates 

Alberta  citizens  $1.60  per  day. 

Others  $16.00  per  day. 

Other  Services 

The  Athabasca  Health  Unit  with  headquarters  in  the  town  is  staffed  by 
a doctor,  2 graduate  nurses,  1 sanitary  inspector  and  a stenographer-technician. 

The  Sisters  of  Providence  operate  the  old  hospital  as  a home  for  the 
aged  and  chronically  ill.  Three  resident  doctors,  1 dentist,  1 chiropractor  (call- 
ing weekly),  1 funeral  parlor,  2 drug  stores,  1 veterinarian. 


A fine  new  municipal  hospital  serves  a large  area. 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barrister  1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barbers  2 

Watch  Repairs  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  National  Railways  (freight  service  only)  - three  times  weekly 
each  way  between  Edmonton  and  Athabasca. 

Canadian  Coachways  Limited  — two  buses  daily  each  way  between  Ed- 
monton and  Athabasca. 

Truck  - daily  service  between  Edmonton  and  Athabasca. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Athabasca  Echo. 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  National  Telegraphs,  Post 

Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Stations  - Edmonton  (CJCA,  CFRN,  CKUA,  CBX, 
CHED,  CHFA). 

Nearest  T.V.  Stations  - Edmonton  (CFRN-TV,  CBX-TV),  Cable  T.V. 
system  in  the  town. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce,  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia. 


29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Union  Hotel  40 

30.  TOURISTS  CAMPS 


Rate 

Beer  License 

$2.50  up 

yes 

No.  of  Units 

Grade 

Rates 

5 

1 star 

$1.75  up 

6 

1 star 

$1.50  up 

Boulevard  Auto  Camp 
Athabasca  Auto  Court 
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31.  CHURCHES 


Roman  Catholic,  Anglican,  Greek  Orthodox,  Pentecostal,  Ukrainian  Cath- 
olic, Lutheran,  United,  and  United  Missionary. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic  Lodge,  Elks  (B.P.O.E.),  Eastern  Star,  O.O.R.P.,  Kinsmen,  Kin- 
ettes.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canadian  Legion,  Ladies’  Auxiliary  Canadian 
Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Home  and  School  Association, 
Agricultural  Society,  Community  Center  Association,  Hospital  Auxiliary,  Parks 
Board,  Nurses  Chapter  (A.A.R.N). 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  town  school  constitutes  the  Athabasca  School  District  No.  839.  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Typing,  French, 

Bookkeeping,  Art,  Music,  Drama,  Home  Economics  and  Shop. 

The  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  churches  operate  hostels  for  out-of- 
town  students. 


Athabasca's  Composite  School  is  a newly  built  addition  to  the  town 
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The  school  populations  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


Elementary 

1-  6 

16 

486 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

7 

200 

High 

10-12 

7 

194 

The  School  Division  No.  839  is 

a unit  of  the  County  of  Athabasca  No.  12. 

The  Division  has  102  teachers  and  there  are  2,651  pupils.  There  is  a superin- 
tendent who  is  also  the  school  inspector  and  acts  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the 
school  board.  The  division  operates  sixty-three  vans  which  bring  the  rural 
pupils  to  the  schools. 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Aurora  Theatre 

350 

yes 

no 

Canadian  Legion 

100 

no 

yes 

Community  Hall 

600 

yes 

yes 

Three  church  halls  200  to  300 

yes 

yes 

Two  School 
Auditoriums 

200  to  300 

yes 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Athabasca  Public  Library  is  operated  by  the  town  and  is  supported 
by  a Provincial  Government  grant  and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open 
daily  except  Thursday.  There  are  approximately  2,500  volumes  in  the  Library. 

School  activities  include  Drama,  Art,  Music  and  Glee  Club. 

There  is  a ceramics  class  and  horticultural  class  for  both  adults  and 
children. 

Two  local  five-piece  orchestras. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  Air  Force  Cadets,  4H  Club. 

Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  A.Y.P.A.,  C.Y.O.,  4H  Club. 

The  Anglican  Church  sponsors  a summer  camp  at  Baptiste  Lake,  10  miles 
west  of  the  town. 

38.  SPORTS 

Curling,  hockey,  baseball,  badminton  (at  school),  football. 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  (three  sheets  natural  ice),  open  air 
skating  and  hockey  rink,  baseball  diamond,  school  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Two  day  Class  C Fair. 

Annual  Sports  Day. 
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40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Old  Athabasca  Landing  Trail. 

Government  Camp  Site  and  Historical  Cairn. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta  Poultry  and  Egg  Pool,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Grow- 
ers, Co-op  General  Store,  Maple  Leaf  Oil  Distributor,  Credit  Unit. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


■L  I 5! 

;f  j 1 1 

o5  IS  I 
Ho  Z&  fiS  S 

Accountant  1 — — 

Ambulance  1 — — 

Apartments 

(4  suites  8s  up)  ....  2 — • — 

Auctioner  1 ■ — — 

Auction  Mart  1 — — 

Auto  Body  Repairs  . ..  1 — — 

Bakeries  2 2 2 

Banks  2 — • — 

Barbers  2 — — 

Beauty  Parlors  2 — — 

Building  Contractors.  4 — — 

Building  Supplies  3 — 3 

Blacksmiths  2 2 — 

Butchers  3 • — — 

Cartage  Delivery  1 — • — 

Chiropractor  (calling)  1 — — 

Clothing  (men’s)  3 

Clothing  (women’s 

8s  children’s)  4 — — 

Concrete  Products  ....  2 — 2 

Coal  Dealers  2 — 2 

Cold  Storage  Locker  .1  — 

Creamery  1 1 1 

Dentist  1 — — 

Doctors  3 — — 

Drugs  2 — — 

Egg  Grading  1 — 1 

Electrical  Appliance  .2  — 

Electrical  Contractors..  2 — — 

Florist  1 — — 

Funeral  Parlor  1 ■ — — 

Fur  Buyer  1 — 1 

Garages  8s 

Service  Stations  ....  8 — — 

General  Stores  6 — — 

Grain  Elevators  4 (Total  Cap. 

270,000  bushels.) 
Groceries  6 


— — 3 


— — 6 


Hardware  Stores  

Hatchery  

Hotel  

Implements  (farm) 
Insurance  8s 

Real  Estate  

Jeweller  

Law  Office  

Laundry  (coin  oper.) 
Laundry  (dry 

cleaners)  

Livestock  Dealers 

Lumber  Yards  

Lumber  Mills  

Milk  Distributor  

Motels  

Music  Store  

Oil  Distributors  

Painters  and 

Decorators  

Photographer  

Planing  Mills  

Plumbers  

Pool  Room  

Printing  8s 

Publishing  

Radio  Repairs  

Restaurants  

Seed  Buyers  

Sign  Writer  

Shoe  Repairs  

Sash  & Doors  

Theatre  

Tinsmith  

Tire  Shop  

Variety  Stores  

Veterinarian  

Welding  & 

Machine  Shops  .... 
Woodworking  


°’2  3 3 

cd  *0  C 


3 — 

1 1 

1 — 

4 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 1 

2 — 

4 — 

3 3 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

5 — 

2 — 

1 1 

3 3 

2 — 

1 — 

1 1 

2 — 

3 — 

3 — 

1 1 

1 — 

2 2 

1 — 

1 1 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

2 2 

2 2 


1 


1 


1 

3 

3 

1 


5 


3 


1 

3 

2 


3 


4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 
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43.  SITES 


Excellent  residential  sites  served  with  all  utilities  are  available  from  the 
town  at  reasonable  prices.  Industrial  sites  adjacent  to  railroad,  highway  and 
river  are  also  available  from  the  town. 


44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  first  industry  in  the  Athabasca  district  was  trapping  and  fur  trading. 
Then  came  river  transport  to  the  north,  followed  by  lumbering,  brick  manu- 
facturing, coal  mining,  natural  gas  development  and  finally  by  mixed  farming. 
Within  a thirty-mile  radius  of  the  town,  farms  produce  over  one  million  dollars 
worth  of  legume  seeds,  mostly  sweet  clover.  The  rolling  nature  of  the  land, 
combined  with  the  lush  growth  of  wild  grasses,  the  many  small  streams  and 
lakes,  makes  the  district  well  suited  for  mixed  farming. 

A fully  modern  creamery  and  poultry  processing  plant,  with  refrigeration 
for  150  tons  of  food  products,  takes  care  of  the  supply  of  dairy  and  poultry 
producers. 

Two  hundred  tons  of  honey  are  produced  yearly. 

There  are  three  lumber  mills  in  the  area  and  three  planing  mills  located 
in  the  town.  These  mills  ship  between  twenty-five  to  thirty  million  board  feet 
of  lumber  yearly. 


The  average  grain  yields  for  the  last  forty  years  are:  wheat  19.6,  oats 
31.5,  barley  23.3  and  rye  14.6  bushels  per  acre. 

Deposits  of  clay  suitable  for  bricks  and  ceramics  are  located  in  the 
Athabasca  district.  Clay  at  the  present  time  is  being  shipped  to  North  West 
Ceramics  Limited  in  Edmonton  for  the  production  of  building  blocks.  During 
1961  a Ceramics  Club  was  formed  and  native  clay  is  used  in  all  their  projects. 
A wide  range  of  pottery  items  are  produced  each  year. 

Athabasca  is  in  the  fortunate  position  of  having  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  power,  natural  gas,  salt,  clay  and  timber  to  meet  the  demands  of  indus- 
tries that  can  utilize  these  natural  resources. 


45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  40  miles;  West  20  miles;  South  25  miles;  East  30  miles. 


46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 10,735. 
Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,487. 
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